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How do I start a family tree?

 Gather your family documents that show the who, when and where things 
occurred. Births, deaths, and marriages. 

 These documents will verify what you may already know, for example, a 
birth record for your mother will verify her birthdate. 

 Getting information that you can verify is accurate is the best practice in 
starting your tree correctly 

 Write everything down, stories you may have heard, record birth dates, 
death dates.

 Fill out a family group and pedigree sheet to keep information together.

 Start the tree with you. Add your parents, then their siblings and your 
cousins. Then work on your 4 grand parents and follow the same path.



Family group sheet

 A family group sheet helps you place information on to paper so you can 
refer to it as you build your tree.

 This sheet helps you keep track of one family at a time. Husband, wife and 
their children

 It keeps your data in a simple format.

 My example on the next slide is readily available online and is a PDF file 
that you can fill in. They do have a free trial, but ultimately want you to pay 
for the products they offer.





Pedigree Sheet

 A pedigree sheet is used for your direct line only, you, your 
parents, your grandparents and so on.

 This does not show uncles, aunts, cousins or siblings.

 This is how most people start a family tree. but then move 
on to a full tree

 The further back you go the more direct ancestors you will 
need to add to the tree.





1022 from your parents to 
7th time great 
grandparents are not 
included in the 1024 8th

time great grandparents



What is a 
Gedcom 
file?

GEDCOM  - an acronym standing for 
Genealogical Data Communication is a 
file specification that was developed by 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day as 
an aid to genealogical research.

 A GEDCOM file can contain information 
on events such as births, deaths, census 
records, ship's records, Marriages, 



Companies and 
products 
for family tree 
building.

 Ancestry.com® is a DNA testing company that allows you to 
build many family trees, save them online and the ability to 
download the data so you can use it in other places. 

 Ancestry is a for profit company. For full access to their tools, 
it is best to buy a subscription. They do offer a limited use 
free account. 

 $24,99 a month for U.S. $37.99 for World Edition. You can 
upload a family tree Gedcom file to Ancestry.

 23 and Me® is a DNA testing company that allows you to 
build a tree, but they assist in building a tree for you from 
your DNA test. You need to test with this company to use 
their tools and tree building. Testing is $99.00

 My Heritage® is a DNA testing company that allows you to 
build a limited family tree for free. Subscription required for 
larger tree builds.



Software For Building Family Trees

 Family Tree Maker 2019 is a downloadable software 
product that is yours to keep and store on your computer. It 
is specifically designed to build custom family trees. It works 
with Ancestry and Family Search trees.

 The download for the software is $79.95. You can also get 
the DVD disk along with the download for $89.95.

 This software is very detailed and can be difficult for first 
time tree builders but with practice and usage it gets easier 
to use and understand.

 RootMagic is a company that works with Ancestry where 
uploading your tree from Ancestry is available.

 Normally $44.95  but will discount for your subscription with 
Ancestry.





Pedigree Family Tree









23 and Me Family Tree
You need to DNA Test with this company to use the tools.
You can only build one tree. No research tools are included





My Heritage 
subscription costs





Documenting 
Your Family Tree.

 It is important to document the true information 
about your family.

 Using information from other persons family trees is 
a great way to help you build your tree but be 
careful about them having wrong information.

 Records to look for to aid in your research.
 Birth Certificate and Baptism records 
 Marriage licenses
 Death records
 Census records
 Military records
 Immigration records
 City directories also known as white pages



Where To Find Documents

 FamilySearch® is a nonprofit organization and website offering genealogical records, 
education, and software. It is operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints and is closely connected with the church's Family History Department. Free, No 
subscription necessary 

 Fold3® features premier collections of original military records. These records include 
the stories, photos, and personal documents of the men and women who served in 
the military. Many of the records come from the U.S. National archives, The National 
Archives of the U.K. and other international records. Premium Membership is about 
$80.00 per year

 Newspapers.com® is the largest online newspaper archive consisting of 617 million+ 
pages of historical newspapers from 19,600+ newspapers from around the United 
States and beyond. Newspapers provide a unique view of the past and can help us 
understand and connect with the people, events and attitudes of an earlier time. 
Cost is about $19.99 per month



Census 
Information

 Names of persons in the family, Birth Year of Head 
of Household

 Genders
 Race, Ages
 Birthplaces, Marital Status
 Home Location including street address, ward, 

block, house number, Dwelling Number
 Home Owned or Rented, Home Value Lives on 

Farm, 
 Age at First Marriage
 Attended School, Able to Read and Write
 Father's Birthplace, Mother's Birthplace, Language 

Spoken
 Immigration Year, Naturalization
 Able to Speak English
 Occupation, Industry, Employment







Obituaries
Obituaries can show a lot of information 

about your family
 Sometimes it shows almost the whole 

family and sometimes very little 
information.

 It usually tells you the date of death, 
place of death, where the person was 
buried, and when a funeral was held.

Obituaries are most times written by a 
family member and posted in a local 
newspaper.

 They can provide information about the 
rest of the family.











1st Cousin 1x removed 
Her Great Grandparents 
are my Grandparents.

2nd Cousin 1x removed
Her Great Grandparents are 
My Great Great Grandparents

½ 1St Cousin 1x removed
His Grandfather is my 
Great Grandfather. 
His Grandmother is not 
related to me.





Sharing your 
family tree.

 There are several ways to share your family tree with 
other family members and your DNA matches (if you did 
a DNA test)

 Ancestry has a tool that allows you to share your tree 
within the Ancestry site by inviting someone to view, edit, 
or collaborate on your tree.

 You would need to have their username on Ancestry or 
their email address.

 You can also save your tree as a Gedcom file which 
allows you to move your tree to other software such as 
Family Tree Maker and RootsMagic.

 It also allows you to move your tree into sites such as DNA 
Painter so you can analyze your information.



Publishing or 
displaying 
your family 
trees.

 There is a variety of software that will enable you 
to print and publish your family tree to hang on a 
wall or to share copies with other family members.

 Family Tree maker makes it easy to import your 
family tree and to work on it as you go along.

 You can adjust the tree to your liking and choose 
a format of the tree you wish to print out

 You can then frame the tree for display, or you 
can share the tree with others in your family.

 Family Tree Maker has options on size shape and 
design.

 My Heritage also allows you to download family 
tree charts for your wall.



Bowtie Family Tree – PDF download 
from Family Tree Maker







https://www.amazon.com/Family-Tree-Chart/dp/B00INIAI0I



https://templates.office.com/en-us/family-tree-tm55579078





https://www.wordlayouts.
com/family-tree-
templates/

Comes as a Zipped 
File. Unzip for full 
template



Family trees – Fun 
and learning  Most people start family trees to learn more about 

your family history and to see how people are 
related to each other.

 Some people use family trees to find family they 
do not know about yet.

 Adoptees use family trees to unravel the mystery of 
their birth and who their family members are.

 Family trees can help build a larger family by 
connecting family that has been long since 
separated by time and distance.

 Family trees are a fun and exciting hobby for 
anyone in the family.





Meeting family

My cousin 
Norman Fuhrer

My Sister 
Linda Wilson
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